A GROUP OF NOBLE DAMES

features a dignity which the great, many gabled,
heterogeneous mansion of his wife could not eclipse.
Altogether he was sick at heart, and the gloom which
the densely-timbered park threw over the scene did not
tend to remove the depression of this rubicund man of
ei,eht-and-forty, who sat so heavily upon his gelding.
The child, his darling Betty : there lay the root of his
trouble. He was unhappy when near his wife, he was
unhappy when away from his little girl; and from this
dilemma there was no practicable escape. As a con-
sequence he indulged rather freely in the pleasures of
the table, became what was called a three-bottle man,
and, in his wife's estimation, less and less presentable
to her polite friends from town.

He was received by the two or three old servants
who were in charge of the lonely place, where a few
rooms only were kept habitable for his use or that of
his friends when hunting; and during the morning he
was made more comfortable by the arrival of his faith-
ful servant Tupcombe from King's-Hintock. But
after a day or two spent here in solitude he began to
feel that he had made a mistake in coming. By
leaving King's-Hintock in his anger he had thrown
away his best opportunity of counteracting his wife's
preposterous notion of promising his poor little Betty's
hand to a man she had hardly seen. To protect her
from such a repugnant bargain he should have remained
on^the spot He felt it almost as a misfortune that the
child would inherit so much wealth. She would be
a mark for all the adventurers in the kingdom. Had
she been only the heiress to his own unassuming little
place at Falls, how much better would have been her
chances of happiness!

His wife had divined truly when she insinuated
that he himself had a lover in view for this pet child.
The son of a dear deceased friend of his, who lived
not two miles from where the Squire now was, a lad a
couple of years his daughter's senior, seemed in her
fathers opinion the one person in the world likely to
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